MANIFESTO FROM THE FOLK CULTURE OF CATALONIA IN DEFENSE OF
CIVIL RIGHTS OF THE CITIZENS OF CATALONIA AND THE REFERENDUM
SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 1, 2017

Cultural associationisme is, above all, a school of civisme, solidarity and Catalan
nationalism. A popular movement that carries and generates humanist, social
and national values, which are essential to guaranteeing plurality and social
cohesion. Cultural associations are also the best catalyst for the expectations and
aspirations of Catalan civil society. And here lies their strategic importance.

There is a clear connection between the citizens of Catalonia and Catalan culture.
This connection, is, without a doubt, one of our most singular traits, and what has
helped us become a great people. A people who have historically searched for
new horizons of liberty and self governance. And have done so based upon a
cultured, modern, open, hard-working, entrepreneuring and welcoming society.

The Council of Cultural Associations, made up of the main entities of this sector
in Catalonia, functions as an instrument of participation and coordination of the
cultural associations and directly represents more than 500,000 people.

Thus, the Council cannot remain silent when the Spanish state infringes upon the
law, scorns civil rights, and attacks cultural and civic associations and the very
institutions of self rule of the people of Catalonia.

The cultural associations of Catalonia offer their full support to the Catalan
institutions, fully back their decisions and strongly reject and condemn the actions
taken by the Spanish state in order to stop the October 1 referendum.

We also want to clearly express our unwavering commitment to the defense of
democractic liberties and our opposition to any action that limits Catalan self rule
or the expression of civil liberties such as freedom of thought, freedom of the
press, freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, the right to equal treatment
and due process, and the right to decide.

Barcelona, September 23, 2017



Signed by:

Ens de I'Associacionisme Cultural Catala

Confederaci6 Sardanista de Catalunya

Moviment Coral Catala

Federacioé d’Ateneus de Catalunya

Coordinadora de Colles Castelleres de Catalunya
Federaci6é Catalana d’Entitats Corals

Federaci6é Catalana de Societats Musicals

Coordinadora de Centres d’Estudis de Parla Catalana
Federacio de Grups Amateurs de Teatre de Catalunya
Federacio de Diables i Dimonis de Catalunya

Agrupacié del Bestiari Festiu i Popular de Catalunya
Federacio Catalana d’Entitats Catifaires

Federacio Catalana de Pessebristes

Associacié Cultural XarxAteneu

Federacio de Colles de Falcons de Catalunya

Corals Joves de Catalunya

Federacio Catalana de Pueri Cantors

Federacio Catalana de Cors de Clave

Federacio Secretariat de Corals Infantils de Catalunya
Associacié Agrupament d’Esbarts Dansaires

Associacié Coordinadora de Ball de Bastons de Catalunya
Associacio Obra del Ballet Popular

Federacié Uni6 de Colles Sardanistes de Catalunya
Agrupaci6 de Colles del Ball de Gitanes del Valles
Associacié Agrupacié de Colles de Geganters de Catalunya
Associacié Coordinadora de Pessebres Vivents de Catalunya
Coordinadora de Pastorets de Catalunya

Federacid Catalana de Cineclubs

Coordinadora de Balls de Diables Tradicionals de Catalunya
Federaci6é Catalana de Joc Tradicional

Agrupacié de Penyes i Comissions Taurines de les Terres de I'Ebre
Federacio Catalana de Passions



